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(Jelly's)

The seven tracks represented on this homespun compilation are a great example of the caliber
salsa being produced in the San Francisco Bay Area today. Recorded live over the summer of
2008 at the Sunday afternoon "Club Havana" dance sessions, the collection opens with Louie
Romero & Mazacote performing Si Tu No, La Otra. It features Manny Martinez on vocals,
who leads the band into a high energy spin with a strong and potent performance. The top-

notch musicianship reflects in the great solos from the instrumentalists like Peter Cornell
(sax). But it's Romero who takes it over the top with a rhythmically inventive solo

demonstrating why he is a legend around these parts.

Of the bands represented, Anthony Blea y su Charanga, Ritmo y Armonia, and Avance, have
all recorded and released album projects, but it's those unrecorded bands like Karibali, co-led

by Karl Perrazzo and Michael Spiro, that unveil the gems of undiscovered talent here in the
SF Bay. Add to that list Eric Rangel y su Orquesta Am
and Rumbache, the band led by percussionist Patricio Angulo (featuring Lina Luna on vocals).

a (with Monchi Estevez on vocals),

Props to Clarice Lacau and Ricci Cornell of Jelly's, a dance cafe located in the piers over the 3rd St. Bridge from Pac Bell Park
(home to the San Francisco Giants), for producing this great summ

time audio treat. Engineer Andrew Freid recorded, mixed and

mastered the majc g great audio in an acoustically poor en

ronment. They

ity of the project and has to be given props for captu

made it work and proved what a swinging dance scene they have nurtured at Jelly's Dance Cafe. — Jesse Varela

LUIS ACOSTA
Te Lo Digo Cantando
(LA)

Luis Acosta is a gifted South Bay singer who is making a name for himself in Christian music.
Part of the "Salsa Sagrada" movement evolving from Puerto Rico, Luis follows this path on

his debut album, Te Lo Digo Cantando. Based in San Jose, CA., Luis is a "sonero de primera

calidad," who with faith intact delivers an inspired album that is enlightening but not preachy.

The grooves and arrangements are exceptional and much credit is due to the talented
producer, Willie Ruiz, a master of the salsa dura texture, for creating a swinging musical
foundation with a super cast of musicians like Chino Nuiiez, George Delgado, Maximo
Rodriguez, Luis Bonilla and Richie Viruet. Acosta has a mellow contralto voice that he uses
wisely by never pushing his range too far but keeping his delivery strong with clear phrasing
and diction for his evangelical inspiraciones. Dime Si Lo Conoces is a hard-driving opener

with other tracks standing out like Carpintero, Vuelvo a Sentirme Soiiador, and Como Sera.

This is music for our times to help uplift our soul during those moments of hopelessness and

depression, and the sincerity and love with which Luis Acosta presents his music is sanctified.

— Jesse Varela
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